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Charter Schools Status


December 20, 2004

The School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, met in the Winona Webb Jordan Board Chambers, 3300 Forest Hill Boulevard, West Palm Beach, Florida, on December 20, 2004, at 4:45 p.m. Board Members present were Chairman Thomas Lynch, Vice Chairman William Graham, Monroe Benaim, Mark Hansen, Paulette Burdick, Sandra Richmond and Debra Robinson.  Also present were Superintendent Art Johnson, Chief Operating Officer Joe Moore, Chief Academic Officer Ann Killets, Chief Officer of Administration Gerald Williams and Chief Counsel to the School Board JulieAnn Rico-Allison.

Dr. Johnson announced that the purpose of today’s meeting is to give Board Members an update on where the District stands regarding Charter Schools.  He then distributed a newspaper article regarding Charter School performance throughout the country.

Chuck Shaw, Charter Schools Director, provided Board Members with an update on Charter Schools and highlighted the following areas: Current Number of Charter Schools; School Board Policy 2.56; Florida Statute 1003.62(2); New Applications for FY06; Application Process; Approval and Contract Negotiations; School Grades; Closing Procedure; and Proposed Revision to the Current Standard Contract.

Denise Sagerholm, Associate Counsel, presented information on the major areas of revision to increase accountability and ensure proper monitoring by the District which included: terms/duration 

of contract; additional grounds for termination of Charter Agreement; outcomes to be achieved; code of student conduct; nature of parental involvement; enrollment procedures; financial management; method of providing for safety of students and employees in case of health hazard, fire, natural disaster, or emergency; facilities; transportation; personnel; fingerprints and disclosure of employees; governance; and additional exhibits.

Ms. Sagerholm reviewed and entertained questions from Board Members regarding the financial management requirements of Charter Schools.

Board Members discussed the following topics: Alternative/Charter School grades; Charter Schools that were not graded; Adequate Yearly Progress; Charter School Policy (2.56); and alternative methods of evaluating and monitoring progress.

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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Note:
Audio tapes are maintained by the Board Office for official record of these proceedings.

